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Applicant(s) 
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Sandra Saucier 



Art Unit 

1651 




The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

TsHOR^ENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _A MONTH(S) FROM 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)53 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Mar 19, 2003 



2a)B This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for *' * 

closed in accordance with the practice under Br parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

is/are pending in the application. 

4) 53 Claim(s) 2-6 and 1 1 ■ 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

n . , ^ c is/are rejected. 

6) 63 niaimfs) 3. 5, and 11 — 

r-i . ■ , o * - e is/are objected to. 

7) 53 Claim (s) 2. 4, and 6 

8) D Claims . . 



4a) Of the above, claim (s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 53 tk q Hr^i filpri on Jul 6, 2001 is/are a) a accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

r-, ... *• « r\*A ^ is* a)D aDDroved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. aji_j dpu.uvcu u, ^ 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 53 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (t). 
a) 53 All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . 53 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ■ 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority in thiS Nati ° na ' St89e 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) ^ 

r-— i , q—j r»-H f PTfvPQ9i 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1) M Notice of References Crted (PTO-892) <— 1 

r— i , _ ~ - Dailiauu ipTn-QAfli 5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application {PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948J L_l 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No{s). 6) □ Other __ . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claims 2-6 and 1 1 are pending and are considered on the merits. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
Claims 3, 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Raguenes et al. [U] or Vincent eta/. [V] or Samain etal. [W] 

The claims are directed to a microbe classified as Alteromonas which 
produces a biojelly and a coating containing the microbe. Please note, that the 
coating stipulated in claims 3, 5 may be the slime or exopolysaccharide 
produced by the microbe itself. Thus, a cultured microbe expressing the 
exopolymer is considered to fulfill the limitations of the composition as 
claimed. 

The references are relied upon as explained below. 

Raguenes etal. disclose a strain of Alteromonas which secretes a 
polysaccharide which is insoluble in sea water. 

Vincent etal. disclose a strain of Alteromonas which secretes a 
polysaccharide which is insoluble in sea water. 

Samain etal. disclose a strain of Alteromonas which secretes a 
polysaccharide which is insoluble in sea water. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 2, 4, 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

To aid in correlating any papers for this application, all further 
correspondence regarding this application should be directed to Croup Art Unit 
1651. The supervisor for 1651 is M. Wityshyn, (703) 308-4743. The normal 
work schedule for Examiner Saucier is 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday 8:30 AM to noon. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Sandra Saucier whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-1084. Status inquiries must be directed to the Customer 
Service Desk at (703) 308-0197 or (7031-3f)8-m Q« The number of the Fax 
Center for the faxing of official papers is (703) 872-9306 or for after finals 
(703) 872-9307. 




Safiara Saucier 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 1651 
May 30, 2003 



